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'GO VISIT INISHOWEN' WEBSITE

PRE-LAUNCH & NETWORKING

EVENT

Welcome to the February edi t ion of  our newslet ter .  We
would l ike to thank everyone for at tending the Explore
Inishowen Websi te Pre-Launch & Networking Event on
Wednesday, 5th February in the Redcast le Oceanfront Golf
& Spa Hotel .  At tendees had the opportuni ty to meet &
greet over f inger food and refreshments;  fo l lowed by a
presentat ion and overview of  market ing act iv i ty at  the
tour ist  of f ice.  We were del ighted to showcase our new
websi te and campaign of  new brochures avai lable both in
the of f ice and onl ine for Spr ing/Summer 2020. The evening
rounded of f  wi th a quest ion and answer session that was
both benef ic ia l  and engaging for al l  concerned. Support ive
feedback was received from those at tending the event and
the Manager wishes to thank al l  special  guests County
Counci l lors and tour ism business providers for  at tending
on behal f  of  the Explore In ishowen CLG Team. We have
commit ted to go l ive by the end of  February so check us
out on www.govis i t in ishowen.com from Fr iday 28th of
February.

-Fái l te  I reland
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The Explore Inishowen CLG Team would l ike to thank everyone for their  completed
appl icat ions to subscr ibe to our Vis i tor  Guide 2020. The deadl ine was Fr iday 21st
February and extended -  due to volume of enquir ies unt i l  the 28th of  February.
However,  th is is the last  cut  of f  date i f  you want to be included onl ine and in our guide
for 2020. Please get in touch by emai l ing admin@govisi t in ishowen.com and
register ing your appl icat ion/re-submission by 14:00 pm. (28th of  February)
al ternat ively cal l  us on 074 93 63451. We are very exci ted about distr ibut ing this
year ’s guide for St Patr ick’s Day but that  can only happen i f  a l l  work is completed for
design. I t  wi l l  a lso be avai lable to col lect  f rom the tour ist  of f ice.  We are looking
forward to showcasing our beaut i fu l  peninsula v ia th is very handy and informat ive
tour ism guide.

VISITOR GUIDE 2020

TRAIL GUIDE CAMPAIGN

Our ser ies of  Trai l  Guides wi l l  be avai lable to download or col lect  in the of f ice very
soon. The trai ls produced so far are current ly in l ine to pr int  and uploaded now on our
websi te.  These include a  -  Beach Trai l ,  Walking Trai l ,  Her i tage Trai l  (a lso working in
col laborat ion with the Sl iabh Sneacht Centre) and our Art  & Craft  Trai l .  We wi l l  be
adding a further edi t ion to the campaign with a Food Trai l  wi th in the next few months
so expect a v is i t  i f  you are in the business of  prepar ing special i ty dishes to promote
to v is i tors in your area.

FÁILTE IRELAND LOCAL EXPERTS PROGRAMME

Become a Fái l te I re land Local  Expert  by at tending SHARE DONEGAL’s Local  Experts
Workshop, which is taking place on Tuesday 3rd March from 9.30 -  12.00 in the
Radisson Blu Hotel ,  Let terkenny. Registrat ion taking place at  9.00.
Contact  local .experts@fai l te i reland. ie for  more informat ion and how to register.   



Programme Manager,  Heidi  Doherty,  at tended the 'Developing Tour ism through
Partnership '  Donegal Tour ism Seminar on Thursday 13th February in the Vi l la Rose
Hotel ,  Bal lybofey.  Heidi  greeted those at tending the” Go Vis i t  In ishowen” promot ional
stand alongside other industry partners.  I t  was an excel lent  event;  the speakers
provided a great deal  of  informat ion on developing tour ism throughout the County.  
 
Indiv idual  speakers came from a broad range of  industry and business backgrounds
knowledge shar ing both new innovat ive market ing and networking opportuni t ies.  
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DONEGAL TOURISM SEMINAR

INISHOWEN DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP SESI
KICKSTARTER LAUNCH

Explore Inishowen CLG team members were del ighted that they were accepted to
part ic ipate in the SESI (Social  Enterpr ise Support  In i t iat ive) Kickstart  Event in An
Grianán Hotel ,  Burt  as the Donegal Local  Development Company and Inishowen
Development Partnership launch the Dormant Account Funded SESI Project  in
Donegal.  Guest Speaker Chr is Gordon, CEO Ir ish Social  Enterpr ise Network spoke
about the benef i ts of  social  enterpr ises with examples.  
Our group wi l l  benef i t  f rom a maximum of 18 hours of  ta i lored 1:2:1 mentor ing
support ,  part ic ipat ion in t ra ining & networking workshop sessions and a 12 month
group speci f ic access l icence to the onl ine Cramdentech sui te of  e- learning courses. 
Each organisat ion wi l l  move at  i ts own pace with support  f rom local  t ra iners to support
their  progress.
The new Community Development & Social  Enterpr ise Off icer,  Karen McCormick,  wi l l
l ia ise wi th us to f inal ise detai ls and to ident i fy our key pr ior i t ies and needs. 
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Niamh Sloane, Fái l te I re land Digi ta l  Market ing Manager.  She spoke about the
power of  market ing to boost domest ic tour ism.
Geraldine Egan, Tour ism Ireland Industry Liaison Off icer spoke about bui ld ing
awareness of  internat ional  opportuni t ies wi th Tour ism Ireland. 
Dr.  Cara Augustenborg, Sustainable Global  Cl imate Tour ism Expert .  She spoke
under the heading: 'Tour ism Businesses are facing a new real i ty. . .Be part  of  the
future together '
James Doherty,  founder and MD of the Sl iabh Liag Dist i l lery spoke from a personal
perspect ive -  'From Corporate Big Brands in Hong Kong to a dist i l lery in Donegal ' .  
Garry Mart in,  DCC Director of  Economic Development,  IS & Emergency Services
gave an interest ing insight into ef fect ive col laborat ion between the  Publ ic and
Private Sector.
Nick Hal l ,  founder of  the Global  Think Tank talked about Transformat ion Beyond
Digi ta l  -  the New Tour ism Narrat ive.

 
After a formal welcome address, CEO of Donegal County Counci l ,  Seamus Neely
presented the new 2020 Donegal Tour ism Brochure and gave an overview of  tour ism
in the county and industry col laborat ive projects that  provide opportuni ty and progress
for the future.  There was a panel  of  speakers throughout the morning providing the
attendees with up to date informat ion:
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Programme Manager,  Heidi  Doherty,  at tended the new 'Keep Discover ing'  UK
Market ing Campaign meet ing in Harvey's Point  on Wednesday 12th February.
Fái l te I re land and Tour ism Ireland are partner ing with Expedia Group to dr ive UK
room nights for  stays in February through to the end of  Apr i l  2020. The campaign wi l l
be supported by Expedia Group via advert is ing in i t iat ives across their  UK point  of  sale
including banners,  takeovers and newslet ters.  This is a great market ing opportuni ty to
put out a strong of fer to dr ive UK business to your property.
To jo in these campaigns please use the fol lowing steps in Expedia Partner Central :
Market ing>Campaigns>Fái l te I re land and Tour ism Ireland UK Campaign>JoinExpedia
partner Central .
For fur ther informat ion contact  CustomerSupport@fai l te i reland. ie and
www.joinexpedia.com

FÁILTE IRELAND #KEEPDISCOVERING LAUNCH
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Next Trade update wil l  be in May 2020 
 

I f  you have any events you would l ike us to promote please contact
marketing@govisit inishowen.com

Fái l te I re land hosted a ser ies of  workshops seeking local  input into developing
authent ic v is i tor  exper iences that feed into research and development of  a VEDP
(Visi tor  Exper ience Development Plan) here in In ishowen. The sessions were
introduced by Regional  Manager,  Joan Crawford giv ing a short  presentat ion on the
market analysis and the project  object ives and projected outcomes.  
 
Al l  interested part ies ranging across the hospi tal i ty,  tour ism and community group
sector were in at tendance to take part  in one of  the four workshops held in
Buncrana, Bal ly l i f f in,  Carndonagh and Redcast le dur ing dates in January.  
 
The workshops concentrated on teasing out the stor ies behind business or
creat ive ideas. I t  was an opportuni ty to partake in group work actual ly l is t ing what
is unique in In ishowen and scoping out new opportuni t ies that could be used to
boost tour ism in the area. External  consul tants,  appointed by Fái l te I re land,
gathered vi ta l  research into the region; meet ing people,  sampl ing exper iences,
and assessing ways to enhance the potent ia l  v is i tor  exper ience; appeal ing to the
three main target audiences that t ravel  th is sect ion of  The Wild At lant ic Way; The
Cultural ly Cur ious, The Great Escapers and The Social  Energisers.  
 
Simi lar  plans have already been developed successful ly for  other regions on The
Wild At lant ic Way; the Skel l ig Coast,  Clew Bay, Connemara and The Aran is lands. 

FÁILTE IRELAND VISITOR EXPERIENCE
DEVELOPMENT PLAN (JANUARY 27-30TH, 2020)


